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Bakers Transport takes delivery of 14 SANY electric trucks from WesBank

Bakers Transport has taken delivery of 14 SANY electric commercial vehicles, financed through WesBank Fleet Management and Leasing. The fleet comprises four electric rigid freight carriers and ten electric truck tractors, handed over at the SANY Truck Facility in Boksburg.

For a logistics operator, the questions about electric trucks are practical ones. Will the vehicle suit the routes and carry the required payload? Where will it charge? What will it cost to run over its working life? The answers differ from one operation to the next, so businesses benefit from a financing partner that can build a solution around their own circumstances.

The handover marks an important step in Bakers Transport's fleet-electrification journey. With both rigid freight carriers and truck tractors in the fleet, electric vehicles will serve more than one type of commercial transport requirement. The milestone also reflects the growing role of electric commercial vehicles in the evolution of South Africa's transport and logistics sector.
The presence of both vehicle types matters to the wider market. Operators assessing electric options will want to see how rigid carriers and truck tractors perform across different applications, and this fleet gives them a working example of how electric commercial vehicles are entering the fleet mix.

Abdool Tayob, CEO of Baker’s Transport said: "Adding electric vehicles to our fleet is an exciting decision for us. These 14 vehicles will show us how electric trucks perform across different transport requirements and the financing structure gave us the confidence to proceed. WesBank Fleet Management and Leasing took the time to understand our operation and shaped a solution that fits it.”

Financing an electric truck involves its own set of questions, from route requirements and payloads to charging infrastructure and total cost of ownership, which is the full cost of running a vehicle over its working life. WesBank Fleet Management and Leasing continues to support business mobility with financing and leasing solutions that respond to the changing needs of commercial fleets. Tailored fleet leasing helps businesses explore electric commercial vehicles in a way that suits how they operate and what they can plan for financially.

Andisiwe Nikelo, WesBank Corporate & Commercial CEO, said: "Businesses considering electric trucks want to understand how the numbers work over the life of the vehicle and how it fits the routes they run. Our role is to bring that clarity and to structure leasing that reflects each operator's circumstances. This fleet shows what a tailored approach can achieve."
Partnership sits at the centre of the transaction. Bakers Transport brought its operational expertise, SANY supplied the vehicles and WesBank Fleet Management and Leasing provided the financing. Bringing fleet operators, vehicle manufacturers and financial services providers together helps address the practical and financial considerations of fleet modernisation and makes electric mobility more accessible to businesses assessing their options.

Andisiwe added: "Every client starts from a different place. Our task is to understand that starting point and shape a solution that makes the next step feel manageable."
The shift also supports lower-emission transport. Electric trucks represent a step towards reducing tailpipe emissions from fleet operations and give transport and logistics businesses an option to consider as part of their longer-term sustainability strategies. Suitability will always depend on route requirements, payloads, charging infrastructure and total cost of ownership, so each business will reach its own conclusions at its own pace.

Operators curious about electric fleet options can speak to WesBank Fleet Management and Leasing to understand how leasing could be structured around their routes, loads and budgets. As more businesses assess electric trucks, WesBank will keep working alongside them to help the sector move forward.
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ABOUT WESBANK:
WesBank is the leading provider of innovative vehicle and asset solutions. WesBank is a division of FirstRand Bank Limited and is an international company with successful operations in the UK, offering Retail and Corporate solutions including Vehicle Finance, Full Maintenance Leases, Asset Based Finance, Fleet Management Leasing, Value-Added Products and personal credit solutions. We have strong alliances with Dealers and original equipment manufacturers (OEMs). With more than five decades of expertise and R138 billion in assets, WesBank is the partner of choice for over 80 leading international brands in fields such as OEMs and insurance providers.
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